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Full Time Volunteer Conservation Placements 2011 
For Placements beginning January 2011 for 15 weeks

Application Deadline 14th Dec 2010

www.igomango.com / www.ambios.net / www.sharphamtrust.org 
Volunteering
This is an opportunity to get involved in an ambitious environmental project, based on Sharpham Estate, South Devon, UK. We have been stimulating community involvement in practical wildlife conservation for almost 3 years.
Training

As a volunteer you will gain highly employable practical experience and work towards recognised qualifications. Previous trainees have gone on to gain professional roles with well known environmental groups like Torbay Coast & Countryside Trust, RSPB, The National Trust and many others. You will be eligible for up to £300 of external training and ongoing training by project staff. 
Networking 
The project is an Ambios Ltd. initiative that has been funded by Vinvolved, the national youth volunteering charity; to work through local partnerships across Devon to support volunteers aged 18-25

Expenses
Vinvolved funding also means accommodation, food and a weekly travel allowance are provided so you won’t be out of pocket. Accommodation is in yurts, allowing you ultimate interaction with the environment you are hoping to conserve, and the project ethos is sustainability, with ongoing low impact measures to limit our environmental footprint. 
Quality Assurance
Volunteer involvement is monitored by The igoMANGO Trust, a small charity that supports good practice for volunteers working with environmental Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs). The project has also been awarded Youth Action Network REACH quality assurance status
Placement Choices
4 Full time placements are available this January each working closely (but not exclusively) with a particular aspect of the project
1. Wildlife Conservation 
The Barn Owl Trust
Volunteer with this charity dedicated to the sensitive management of the countryside for the preservation of an important British institution: Tyto alba alba. A general assistant is required for a number of tasks.
Day to day activities will include:

· Nest box and aviary construction (requiring proven carpentry skills)

· Habitat surveys

· Community and learning events

· This placement requires a full driving licence

2. Outdoor education
Sharpham Outdoors
Gain valuable experience working with professional outdoor educators and develop skills to enable you to lead your own groups. The Sharpham outdoors programme offers a variety of engagement opportunities with many different groups, from university students to primary schools, people suffering the effects of mental distress, to people with physical disabilities, adults and children. 
Day to day activities include:
· Assisting in planning and preparing materials for sessions

· Facilitating group engagement

· Outreach, promoting the programme, going out into the local community

· Preparing sites

· Learn about and demonstrate traditional craft/rural skills including willow work, green wood work, coppicing and light woodland management, dry stone walling
3. Marine Science Placement
Ambios Ltd/Ambios Environmental Consultants
Over the next 3 years an area of reed bed will be transformed into a highly biodiverse salt marsh. This will be done by skilled professionals and willing volunteer input. This placement focuses on the monitoring of the project, in these early stages dedicated to seeing what is currently in the area, building an information platform upon which to assess the changes that will occur. This will include monitoring flows and the river dynamics (physical environment), biological (marine/terrestrial) surveys and supporting different levels of volunteer involvement. 
Day to day activities include;
· Daily surveys of the marsh area
· Working with samples in the laboratory (and initially assisting in setting up the lab)

· Collecting and collating data
· Assisting in planning the works to be carried out on the marsh, setting up timelines, and working with contractors
4. Conservation/estates placement
Sharpham Trust
This placement will be focusing on the practical conservation and estate management plan of a biodiversity map, an interactive resource that doubles as management tool and educational facility for The Sharpham Estate, South Devon. You will be responsible for regular updates on the map, carrying out physical works on the estate, whether it be working with chainsaw in the woodlands, chopping wood, clearing pathways, and repairing steps, working in the gardens, or wildlife monitoring including badger activity, dormouse populations, bats and other protected species work, or ongoing surveys of the change in the estate’s biodiversity in relation to the management plans. 
Day to day activities will include;

· Weekly updates of the map

· Woodland Management including snedding and occasional thinning of trees, cutting and chopping fire wood
· Habitat Surveys 
· Improvement works including pathway and gate reparation, educational site maintenance including woodchipping, fire wood preparation, 
 Variety
This is a full time project and in addition to each specific placement there will be a variety of practical activities on Sharpham Estate and the opportunity to form a close social group with like-minded friends. It is expected that three-four days a week will be dedicated to the individual projects, with either one or two going towards both personal development (working towards National Diploma qualifications, John Muir Awards, v50 volunteering certificates) and combined estate work or work off site with one of our project partners. This outreach work will take us to other parts of the local countryside, spreading the volunteer input and good work across local communities.
Equal Opportunities
Ambios Ltd. and its affiliates are equal opportunities organisations
Restrictions
Placements are available to applicants aged 18-25 with a U.K. address.

Application
Please fill out the application form and return by the 14th December 2010 using the details below.
Further Information
Please download an application form, visit the Ambios and igoMANGO websites or contact Christine Carol using the contact details below for more details:

Ambios website:

www.ambios.net 

igoMANGO website: 
www.igomango.com
Christine Carol:

Tel: 07813 754306 
Email: christinecarol@igomango.com
This project has been funded by v – the youth volunteering charity – inspiring a million more young volunteers
